What are the best plants for shady areas?

Shade-Loving Perennials & Groundcovers

1.

Hosta

o Striking foliage in green, blue, or variegated tones; ideal for full or part shade. Numerous

cultivars available. bhg.com+9petittigardencenter.com+9portagenews.net+9

Astilbe

o Feathery plumes in white, pink, red, and lavender; thrives in moist, shaded beds. Blooms
early summer. portagenews.net

Bleeding Heart (Dicentra)

o  Graceful pink or white heart-shaped blooms in spring; loves shady, moisture-retentive
soil. en.wikipedia.org+2brecks.com+2thespruce.com+2

Ferns (e.g., maidenhair, Japanese painted fern)

o Elegant foliage in moist, low-light areas—excellent as texture layers.
womanandhome.com+15brecks.com+15southernliving.com+15southernliving.com+1wo
manandhome.com+1

Heuchera x Heucherella (“Coral bells/foamy bells”)

o Colorful foliage and spring blooms; works well as a shade groundcover.
en.wikipedia.orgbhg.com+3hagtv.com+3southernliving.com+3

Hellebore (Helleborus)
o Early spring blooms in full shade; evergreen foliage year-round.
Toad Lily (Tricyrtis)

o Orchid-like spotted flowers in late summer; ideal for moist, full shade.
petittigardencenter.com+15brecks.com+15bhg.com+15reddit.com

Lily-of-the-Valley (Convallaria majalis)

o Fragrant white bell flowers and attractive leaves; spreads under trees.
bhg.comprairienursery.com

Brunnera macrophylla

o Silver-veined heart-shaped leaves and delicate blue spring flowers; deer-resistant.


https://www.petittigardencenter.com/resources/shade-gardening/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://portagenews.net/2014/04/27/5-shade-plants-that-thrive-in-northeast-ohio-gardens/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.brecks.com/collections/garden_shade_perennial_plants?srsltid=AfmBOoqJNBIiYt9tUY_0g9HzI8ByVMznOQXLyPz4_CBJRCPDc6DYBjGJ&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.brecks.com/collections/garden_shade_perennial_plants?srsltid=AfmBOoqJNBIiYt9tUY_0g9HzI8ByVMznOQXLyPz4_CBJRCPDc6DYBjGJ&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.brecks.com/collections/garden_shade_perennial_plants?srsltid=AfmBOoqJNBIiYt9tUY_0g9HzI8ByVMznOQXLyPz4_CBJRCPDc6DYBjGJ&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/plants/shade-loving-plants?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/plants/shade-loving-plants?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%97_Heucherella?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%97_Heucherella?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hgtv.com/outdoors/flowers-and-plants/trees-and-shrubs/7-shrubs-for-shade-gardens-pictures?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.brecks.com/collections/garden_shade_perennial_plants?srsltid=AfmBOoqJNBIiYt9tUY_0g9HzI8ByVMznOQXLyPz4_CBJRCPDc6DYBjGJ&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.brecks.com/collections/garden_shade_perennial_plants?srsltid=AfmBOoqJNBIiYt9tUY_0g9HzI8ByVMznOQXLyPz4_CBJRCPDc6DYBjGJ&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/NativePlantGardening/comments/1cdu0xd/any_ohio_native_shrubs_thatll_handle_full_shade/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/gardening-by-region/northeast/the-top-deer-resistant-plants-for-the-northeast/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/gardening-by-region/northeast/the-top-deer-resistant-plants-for-the-northeast/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.prairienursery.com/plants-seeds/site-conditions/shade-partial-shade.html?srsltid=AfmBOooPNXoa0YRzv6FI7E4jdnMQwapYnm0iyCKjdFHfXHZypVTWbNrU&utm_source=chatgpt.com

10. Lungwort (Pulmonaria)
o Spotted or blue foliage with spring flowers; thrives in shade.
11. Virginia Bluebells, Meadow Rue, Turtlehead

o Woodland natives that bloom in shade and attract pollinators. bhg.com

V2 Shade-Tolerant Shrubs
1. Oakleaf Hydrangea (Hydrangea quercifolia)
o Tolerates shade; offers summer blooms and attractive fall foliage.
2. Viburnum spp.

o Arrowwood Viburnum for partial shade, Mapleleaf Viburnum for deeper shade. Showy
flowers and berries. realsimple.com+15thespruce.com+15hgtv.com+15

3. Winterberry Holly (/lex verticillata)

o Thrives in shade and wet soil; colorful winter berries. reddit.com+1en.wikipedia.org+1

4. Spicebush (Lindera benzoin)
o Woodland native with fragrant spring flowers in moist shade. reddit.com
5. Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis)

o Tolerates dappled shade in moist conditions; round blooms.
reddit.com+1homesandgardens.com+1

6. Clethra (Summersweet)

o Fragrant white flower spikes in summer; deer-resistant, shade-tolerant. reddit.com

# Shade-Tolerant Trees & Large Shrubs

1. Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis)


https://www.bhg.com/gardening/gardening-by-region/northeast/the-top-deer-resistant-plants-for-the-northeast/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.thespruce.com/shrubs-that-grow-in-shade-2132602?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/NativePlantGardening/comments/1cdu0xd/any_ohio_native_shrubs_thatll_handle_full_shade/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/NativePlantGardening/comments/1cdu0xd/any_ohio_native_shrubs_thatll_handle_full_shade/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/NativePlantGardening/comments/1cdu0xd/any_ohio_native_shrubs_thatll_handle_full_shade/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/NativePlantGardening/comments/1cdu0xd/any_ohio_native_shrubs_thatll_handle_full_shade/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/NativePlantGardening/comments/1cdu0xd/any_ohio_native_shrubs_thatll_handle_full_shade/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

o Dense evergreen, tolerates deep shade and moist soils.
en.wikipedia.org+1en.wikipedia.org+1

2. American Hornbeam (Carpinus caroliniana)

o Slow-growing understory tree with tolerance for full shade. en.wikipedia.orgreddit.com

3. Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida)
o Shade-tolerant native with spring blooms and fall color.
4. Witch-hazel (Hamamelis virginiana)

o Fragrant mid-winter blooms; tolerates part shade. en.wikipedia.org

“2 Planting Tips & Combinations
e Assess shade level: full, part, or deep shade—each supports different species. realsimple.com

e Match moisture: shade beds tend to stay damp—choose moisture-happy types like ferns,
hellebores, toad lilies.

e Layer for visual interest: combine tall shrubs (forms), mid-height perennials, and groundcovers
for depth.

e Go native: species like spicebush, winterberry, and Virginia bluebells thrive and support wildlife.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsuga_canadensis?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsuga_canadensis?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_tree_species_by_shade_tolerance?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/NativePlantGardening/comments/1cdu0xd/any_ohio_native_shrubs_thatll_handle_full_shade/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_tree_species_by_shade_tolerance?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.realsimple.com/expert-tips-for-successful-shade-garden-8660316?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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